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We Are Open to You; Open Your Hearts to Us (2 Corinthians 6:1–7:4) 
Sunday School, Englewood (CO) Bible Church August 24, 2014 Dr. John Niemelä 

Introduction 
 
Paul, (rewardable) co-worker, urges Corinthians not to appear at the Bēma unrewardable (1) 
 Co-worker is a term of rewardability  
     (Rom 16:3, 9, 21; 1Co 3:9; 2 Co. 1:24; 2Co 8:23; Phi 2:25; 4:3; Col 4:11; 1Th 3:2; Phm 1, 24; 3Jn 8) 
 

 They are already believers (cf. 1Co 1:2; 2Co 1:1); so receiving the grace of God in vain is a 
 reference to the potential of unrewardability. Paul had raised that spectre in 1Co 3:15. 
 

Right now (citing Isaiah 49:8) is the best time to approach God for deliverance at the Bēma (2) 
 

Paul’s example: Present suffering righteously for the Lord is worthwhile (3-10) 
 Paul seeks to avoid offense, so his ministry would not be (legitimately) criticized (3) 
 
 
 Paul shows himself to be ministering for God in all circumstances, especially suffering (4a) 
 
 
  He shows himself to be ministering for God in general suffering (4b) 
   in much patience, in tribulations, in needs 
 
 
  He shows himself to be ministering for God in persecution (4c-5a) 
   in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults 
 

  He shows himself to be ministering for God in diligence (5b-6a) 
   in labors, in foregoing sleep, in fastings 
 

  He shows himself to be ministering for God in spiritual character (6b) 
   by purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering  
 

  He shows himself to be ministering for God by drawing upon the Lord (6c-7a) 
   by the Holy Spirit, by unhypocritical love, by the word of truth, by the power of  
   God, by the armor of righteousness on all sides 
 

  He shows himself to be ministering for God whether despised or honored (8-9a) 
 

  He shows himself to be ministering for God even while living on borrowed time (9b) 
 

  He shows himself to be ministering for God whether joyful or sad, rich or poor (10) 
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Paul has been open with them, despite their prejudice against him; they should reciprocate (11-13) 
 False teachers had slandered Paul 
 
Paul urges them to stop being unequally yoked with unbelievers [who lead them astray] (14a) 
 Although applicable to marriage, this is not a marriage context. 
 
 
 Do not over-apply this (cf. 1Co 5:9-11). Discuss the issue of one named a brother 
   
 
No fellowship exists between righteousness and lawlessness; between light and darkness; no 
harmony exists between Christ and Beliar or between a believer and an unbeliever; between God’s 
sanctuary [the body of Christ] and idols (14b-16a) 
 
 
 
The [body of Christ] is the temple of God for the OT says He indwells His people corporately (16b) 
 The reference draws from Lev 26:11f; Jer 32:38; Ezek 37:27 
 
 
 
 The fact that God indwells the Church corporately does not deny individual indwelling. 
 For corporate indwelling, see Eph 2:19-22, etc. 
 
 
 
[Based upon God indwelling the Church] God our Father urges no compromising alliances (17f) 
 Isa 52:11  2Sa 7:8; Jer 31:9; Isa 43:6 
 
 
[Based on God promising to receive believers who return to Him] we are to cleanse ourselves from 
what has defiled us, so we may be (progressively) sanctified in the fear of God [in anticipation of the 
Bēma] (7:1) 
 Note that Paul has returned to the idea of future reward versus future shame at the Bēma 
 
 
 
The Corinthians need to reciprocate Paul’s openness toward them—in which he neither corrupted nor 
cheated any of them (7:2) 
 Note that Paul has returned to 6:11 
 
 
Paul did not offer this correction to condemn them [but to urge them toward rewardability], because 
they are in his heart (3) 
 
 
Paul is confident that they will accept Paul’s correction (4) 


